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http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/ISW%20Report%20-%20Russia%E2%80%99s%20Dead-End%20Diplomacy%20in%20Syria%20-%20November%202019.pdf
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ISW The False Promise of the Syrian

Constitutional Committee

Key Takeaway: The UN announced the formation of a Syrian Constitutional Committee in September 2019 after nearly two years of negotiations
ﬁ.rnhfa!ed by Russia, Iran, and Turkey. The $}'rmn Constitutional Committee will debate and approve amendments to the Syrwn Constitution or possibly
draft a new constitution as part of the Geneva Process to end the war in Syria. Assad retains influence over more than half the committee, however. Assad
will likely use progress on the committee in the short term as diplomatic cover for a renewed offensive in Greater Idlib Province. Assad may stall the process
in the long term, potentially forcing the UN to recognize as legitimate the planned 2021 Presidential Elections in Syria that he will likely win.

Syrian Constitutional Committee
150 Delegates

Opposition Delegation Civil Society Delegation Regime Delegation
Selected by Turkey with Selected by the United Nations and Selected by Assad with support
support from the West approved by the Assad Regime frrom Russia and Iran
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Each of the three delegations have selected fificen members to participate in a forty-five person subcommittee tasked with

draﬁing constitutional reforms. Draft |J|’0p()ail|:5 must then be ﬂp]’)rovcd bl\' @ thrcc-quaﬂcrs mnjurit:{ of the full committcee,

Drafting Subcommittee
45 Delegates
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KEY*
Votes Assad Can Influence (88)
@ Assad-Aligned Individuals (58); @ Assad-Amenable Individuals (30): % Resigned from
Individuals with close relations to the Syrian Individuals whom the regime tolerates or who are Committee; replacement
regime who are highly likely to support pro-Assad likely under Assad’s influence. (e.g. Academics in unknown (4)
positions. (e.g. Members of the Syrian parliament.) Syria, regime-tolerated opposition.)
Anti-Assad Votes (41) f} Members of
O Syrian Armed g Syrian Political Humanitarian Actors with Drafting Subcommittee
Opposition (4): Opposition (28): tacs to _S}_”'“’“ Political
Tadividuals who fought Political opposition meribess Opposition (9): = :
against Assad as members living abroad and/or in Humanitarian :.n'liuietn and advocates * ISW's assessments of committee
of former armed rebel Turkish-protected zones, who seek Assad's removal or work members” affiliations are based on
groups. (e.g. Former Free (e-g- Members of the National closely with the Syrian political public statements, previously held
Syrian Army leaders.) Coalition and Syrian Interim opposition. (e.g, Leaders of NGO " dother sublich
Government.} operating in ldlib Province.) positions, and otier publicly
available information.
Voter Position Unclear (17) |
O Position Unknown (17): Graphic by Jason Zhou
Individuals for whom [SW was unable to find sufficient information to assess likely political position. 2019 @ Institute for the Study of War *




